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ON THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN HUAINANZI AND THE

MODERN EDITION OF WENZI

TSANG HOI SHAN *

Abstract It is generally believed that the Huainanzi /& % <+, and the extant and

excavated versions of Wenzi ¥ + are closely related. Their exact relationship,
especially that between Huainanzi and the extant Wenzi, is however highly
controversial: Some believe the Huainanzi plagiarized from the extant Wenzi;
some believe the plagiarism went the other way; and some declare the extant Wenzi
an outright forgery.

In 1973, a bamboo-strip manuscript of Wenzi was excavated at a Han /g
tomb in the Ding County %% of the Hebei /® # Province. This manuscript not
only proves the authenticity of Wenzi but also adds to it an excavated version. Yet
only around one-third of the excavated Wenzi has correspondence in the extant
Wenzi, and moreover, such correspondence is absent in Huainanzi. On the other
hand, around 85% of the extant Wenzi is repeated in Huainanzi. Therefore I choose
to focus on the relationship between the extant Wenzi and Huainanzi.

The present paper begins with a discussion of the genuineness and the dating
of the extant Wenzi and Huainanzi. Their relationship is then examined through
their contents, textual parallels, ancient citations, taboo avoidance, and quotations
from the Laozi % +.

Keywords Huainanzi, Wenzi, Laozi, intertextuality, taboo
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